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or in each room. The lessees could pay, say, 8 per cent on the valuation
of the valuators and should be made strictly responsible for the sanitation
of the Stand leased by them.

The sanitary regulations could then be strictly enforced; one or two
inspectors could visit the Stands daily and come down upon defaulters with
a heavy hand.

If this humble suggestion is accepted, you will see a vast improvement
in two or three days, and you, by a stroke of the pen, could deal effectively
with insanitation and overcrowding. The Town Council would also be
saved the necessity of having to make individual collections of rents.

Of course, under my suggestion, the Town Council must withdraw
the Kaffirs from the Location. About this mixing of the Kaffirs with the
Indians, I must confess I feel most strongly. I think it is very unfair to the
Indian population and it is an undue tax on even the proverbial patience
of my countrymen.

Although I have not personally visited other portions included within
the Insanitary Area, I very much fear that the same condition of things
exists there and the suggestion I have made above would apply to the
othpr parts also.

I trust you will receive this letter in the spirit in which it is written,
and I hope that I have not expressed myself more strongly than the urgency
of the occasion requires. I need hardly add that my services in this connec-
tion are entirely at the disposal of yourself and the Public Health Committee
and I have no doubt that, if the Town Council would but give the Indian
community a fair chance of proving what it is capable of doing in the
way of sanitation, I do not think it would be much mistaken.

You may make what use you like of this communication.

In conclusion, I hope that an immediate remedy will be found for the
danger that threatens the community.

/ remain,
lours truly,

M. K. Gandhi
Indian Opinion, 9-4-1904

103. SIR GORDON SPRIGG AT EAST LONDON
Like a drowning man catching a straw, Sir Gordon Sprigg1 has been
making Herculean efforts to secure re-election at East London. He never
before seems to have condescended to address the native electors in their
Location, but as the people of East London seem to have shown the cold
shoulder, he decided to address the native voters at their Location. The
meeting, however, unfortunately for Sir Gordon, passed a unanimous
vote of no confidence in the Right Honourable Gentleman. One of the
1 Four times Premier of the Gape Colony, he replaced Dr. Jameson in 1904.